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Artistic Director’s Letter

Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Tampa City Ballet, our 
artistic director, administrative staff, dancers, choreographers, and 
volunteers, we take great pleasure in welcoming you to “CARMEN 2022”,
our closing performance of the 2021-2022 Season.

I would liI would like to recognize and thank my son Andres Saez, Osmany Montano, Luana Hidalgo, 
Javier Ruiz, Beatriz Correa, Juli Lopez and Sol Nicoletti for always being optimistic and for being 
the force behind the artists, making the impossible possible.

I am thankful to all the dancers for their extraordinary contributions and dedication to this project 
and to the art of dance. My eternal gratitude is extended to Marguerite Pinard, Sophia Berrios, 
Sandra Robinson and our newest Board Member Carlos Flores-Gordon. Without their time 
and commitment, we would not be here today.

A big thanks to collA big thanks to collaborators Bliss Kohlmyer, Elizabeth Indianos, Jennifer Petuch, 
Daniella Mass, and Ruben Celibertti, whose extraordinary professional-level quality 
work remains unprecedented in Tampa City Ballet. We are fortunate to be able to 
work amongst experts like you!

Special thanks to Stanton Storer, Sharmila Seth, Margaret Miller, and Elizabeth Fifer 
for their invaluable support and encouragement.

WWith the tremendous support I received from my family and mentors, I was able to 
perform on stages all over the world as a professional dancer for many years. 
One of my missions in life is to provide the same opportunities I had to future 
generations. It was from this heartfelt desire that I envisioned the birth of 
Tampa City Ballet. I can’t think of a better way to give back to my home of 
the past 21 years than to promote the growth and development of the arts. 

I peI personally invite you to attend all our performances and support Tampa 
City Ballet in building bridges, creating bonds, and inspiring hope in 
our Tampa Bay area communities.

Together we can make a positive difference through the 
transformative power of the arts.

Enjoy the performance!

Paula Nuñez
AArtistic Director, Tampa City Ballet



Through this production, Ms. Nuñez and her collaborators hope to raise awareness of domestic violence 
through the lens of the central character of the gypsy Carmen.

Carmen is an abused woman who dies at the hands of Don Jose, whose jealousy pushes him to the 
unthinkable. Our story of Carmen brings attention to complex social and mental health issues that are at the 
core of many of the current events in our country, from mass murders to domestic violence.
 
In CaIn Carmen 2022, the polka-dots seen throughout the installation and in the costumes have special 
meaning.  Polka dots were incorporated into gypsy clothing design, their inspiration deriving from small, 
round mirrors sewn onto fabrics to ward off the “evil eye”.  In this production polka dots represent the
souls of human beings whose lives have 
been lost through 
domestic violence.
 
This tragic stoThis tragic story is still 
relevant today and we 
invite you to join our 
conversation about 
this subject after the 
performance.



Tampa City Ballet began its evolution in 
2012, when Paula Nunez founded the 
company as a non-profit organization with 
the original mission of developing the 
outreach program “On Your Feet”. It was not 
until 2018 that Tampa City Ballet as a 
compacompany nurtured the cultural life of our 
community with innovative performances that 
are relatable to daily life. 

Tampa City Ballet considers the artistic representation 
of cultural and racial diversity essential and focuses on 
cultivating such diversity as a priority of our mission in our 
Performances, our Educational Programming and our Employment 
PPractices.  Tampa City Ballet provides educational programming to our community by engaging with senior living 
facilities and home-schooled youth, as well as by presenting education as recreation to youth. We also enrich the 
artistic life of our community by our employment of professional dancers, choreographers, musicians, 
videographers, and designers. In these and other ways, Tampa City Ballet seeks to present the rich cultural 
diversity of the Tampa Bay area to the widest possible audience.
  
Tampa City Ballet’s Performance Program aspires to develop new works that draw on the creative talents of 
contemporacontemporary choreographers and speak to the time in which they are made and the history that inspired them. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, TCB’s resilience was tested. Through the talents of artistic director Paula Nunez 
and the brilliant filmmaker Natalie Marty, 7th Avenue & Ybor-102 Degrees was produced. The short film about the 
cycle of life, loss, and love in 1918 Ybor City, hit hardest by the Spanish Flu, has been accepted to several 
prestigious national and international film festivals.  In addition, family-friendly events such as newly inspired 
creations of classic stories like Pulcinella, Cinderella, and The Nutcracker along with cutting-edge contemporary 
cchoreographic works such as After Image, If I Cry, and It’s Been a Minute helped us to maintain our stage 
presence. TCB creates and stages a minimum of four unique events annually, promoted and presented to 
communities across Tampa Bay. Some are presented at no cost; others are ticketed events.
 
Tampa City Ballet’s Education Program is designed to meet the needs of anyone from children to senior citizens 
at all levels from novice to pre-professional. In partnership with the University Area Community Development 
CorporCorporation and their program “Dream Catchers”, TCB provides instruction and offers scholarships to talented 
youth. 

Tampa City Ballet’s Community Engagement Program is designed to inspire the Tampa Bay communities with the 
power of dance. TCB believes dance is a social rite for all people, regardless of age, class, race, ability, or 
economic station.  In fact, the cast of TCB’s 2021 spring performance of Cinderella consisted of 60% minority 
dancers. 
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